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Opening Hymn 98  “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now” 



Evening Prayer  page 52 
 

STAND 

 

M: O Lord, open my lips. 
 

 

 

 

 

M: Hasten to save me, O God. 
 

 

 

 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 
 

 

 

 

 

M: Lord God, you have brought us safely to this hour of 



evening prayer. We thank you for providing all that we 

need for body and life. Bless us who have gathered in 

your name. Forgive our sins. Speak to our hearts. Dispel 

our sorrows with the comfort of your Word, and receive 

our hymns of thanks and praise, through Jesus Christ, our 

living Savior, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  
C: Amen. 

 

BE SEATED 

 

Let My Prayer Rise Before You Psalm 141 

 



M: Let our prayers be acceptable in your sight. Come and 

help us in time of need that we may sing your praise in ho-

ly joy now and forever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C: Amen. 

 

Silence for meditation. 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 119b 

Pastor will speak the first half of each verse, the congrega-

tion will speak the second half; all join together to speak the 

refrain and the “Glory be…” 
 

 Refrain: Lord, you have the words of everlasting life. 
 

Teach me, O LORD, to follow your decrees;* 

then I will keep them to the end. 
 

Give me understanding, and I will keep your law* 

and obey it with all my heart. 
 

Direct me in the path of your commands,* 

for there I find delight. 
 

 Refrain 
 

Turn my eyes away from worthless things;* 

preserve my life according to your Word. 
 

Fulfill your promise to your servant,* 

so that you may be feared. 

 



How I long for your precepts!* 

Preserve my life in your righteousness. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

 Refrain 
 

Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, 

IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

M: Lord God, grant us your Holy Spirit that we may hear and 

believe your Word. Cleanse our minds and renew our 

hearts that we may live for you here and hereafter; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C: Amen. 

 

 

Passion History 
 

As soon as it was day, the council of the elders of the people 

met together, both chief priests and experts in the law. They 

brought Jesus into their Sanhedrin and said, “If you are the 

Christ, tell us.”  
 

But he said to them, “If I tell you, you will not believe. And if I 

ask you, you will not answer me or release me. But from now 

on, the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the 

power of God.” 
 

They all said, “Are you then the Son of God?”  
 

He said to them, “I am what you are saying.”  
 

Then they said, “Why do we need any more testimony? For 

we ourselves have heard it from his own mouth!” Then the 



chief priests with the elders and experts in the law, together 

with the whole Sanhedrin, reached a decision. They bound 

Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate, the Ro-

man governor. 
 

Then, when Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus 

was condemned, he began to feel regret. He brought back 

the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders and 

said, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” But they 

said, “What is that to us? That is your problem.”  
 

He threw the pieces of silver into the tem-

ple and left. Then he went out and 

hanged himself. The chief priests took the 

pieces of silver and said, “It is not lawful 

to put these into the treasury, since it is 

blood money.” They reached a decision. 

They met and decided to buy the pot-

ter’s field with the money, as a burial 

place for foreigners. So that field has been called “The Field 

of Blood” to this day. Then what was spoken through Jeremi-

ah the prophet was fulfilled: “They took the thirty pieces of sil-

ver, the price the sons of Israel had set for him, and they 

gave them for the potter’s field, just as the Lord commanded 

me.” 
 

Early in the morning, the Jews led Jesus from Caiaphas to the 

Praetorium. They did not enter the Praetorium themselves, so 

that they would not become ceremonially defiled. (They 

wanted to be able to eat the Passover meal). So Pilate went 

out to them and said, “What charge do you bring against 

this man?”  

 



They answered him, “If this man were not a criminal, we 

would not have handed him over to you.” 
 

 Pilate told them, “Take him yourselves and judge him ac-

cording to your law.”  
 

The Jews said, “It’s not legal for us to put anyone to death.” 

This happened so that the statement Jesus had spoken indi-

cating what kind of death he was going to die would be ful-

filled.  
 

They began to accuse him, saying, “We found this fellow mis-

leading our nation, forbidding the payment of taxes to Cae-

sar, and saying that he himself is Christ, a king.”  
 

Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?”  
 

Jesus answered him, “It is as you say.”  
 

The chief priests accused him of 

many things. When he was ac-

cused by the chief priests and el-

ders, he answered nothing.  
 

Pilate questioned him again, “Are 

you not going to answer any-

thing? See how many charges 

they are bringing against you!”  
 

But Jesus still did not answer anything, so Pilate was amazed. 

Then Pilate went back into the Praetorium and summoned 

Jesus. He asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?”  
 

Jesus answered, “Are you saying this on your own, or did oth-

ers tell you about me?”  
 



Pilate answered, “I’m not a Jew, am I? Your own people and 

chief priests handed you over to me. What have you done?”  
 

“My kingdom is not of this world,” Jesus answered. “If my 

kingdom were of this world, my servants would fight so that I 

would not be handed over to the Jews. But now my kingdom 

is not from here.”  
 

“You are a king then?” Pilate asked.  
 

Jesus answered, “I am, as you say, a king. I 

was born for this, and for this I have come into 

the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who 

belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”  
 

“What is truth?” Pilate said to him. After he said this, he went 

out again to the Jews, and told the chief priests and the 

crowd, “I find no basis for a charge against this man. 
 

But they kept insisting, “He stirs up the people, teaching all 

through Judea, beginning from Galilee all the way here.” 

When Pilate heard this, he asked if the man was a Galilean. 

When he learned that he was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he 

sent him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem during those 

days.  
 

When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad. For a long time, he 

had wanted to see him, because he had heard many things 

about him. He hoped to see some miracle performed by 

him. He questioned him with many words, but Jesus gave him 

no answer. The chief priests and the experts in the law stood 

there, vehemently accusing him. Herod and his soldiers treat-

ed him with contempt and ridiculed him. Dressing him in 

bright clothing, they sent him back to Pilate. Herod and Pi-



late became friends with each other on that day. Before this 

they had been enemies with each other. 

 
Seasonal Response  

All we like sheep have gone astray, and the lord has laid on 

him the iniquity of us all. By his wounds we are healed. 
  

Hymn 418  “My God Will Never Leave Me” 



 

Sermon   The Warrior Rejected by Many Followers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn 123  “Lord Jesus Christ, You Set Us Free” 

Offering 

 

STAND 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY Kyrie 

 

M: In the closing hours of this day, hear us as we pray, O 

Lord:  
 

 

 

 



M: For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth 

of your church in all the world, and for the strengthening 

of all who serve and worship here, we pray, O Lord: 

 

 

 

 

 

M: For one another, young and old, for your blessings that 

come with every stage of life, and for joy in doing your 

will, we pray, O Lord: 

 

 

 

 

 

M: For our public servants who work day and night to bring 

protection, justice, learning, and health to this and every 

place, we pray to you, O Lord: 
 

 

 

 

 

M: For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing 

and food, for health of body, mind, and spirit, and for de-

liverance from all sin and every form of evil, we pray to 

you, O Lord: 
 

 

 

 



M: For the faithful who have gone before us, who have 

shared with us your good news, whose souls are now at 

rest in your heavenly kingdom, we give you thanks, O 

Lord: 

 
 

 

 

 

M:  In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we 

now commend ourselves to your care. Be our shield and 

strength, O Lord. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer   
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heav-

en. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory for-

ever and ever. Amen 

 

PRAYER FOR PEACE 

M: Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 

works come from you. Give to us, your servants, that 

peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may 

be set to obey your commandments. Defend us also from 



the fear of our enemies that we may live in peace and 

quietness, through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  
C: Amen. 

SONG OF SIMEON  Nunc Dimittis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
BLESSING 

M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

 

 



Closing Hymn 593  “Now the Light Has Gone Away” 

 

 

 



 

PREACHER: Pastor Greg Sluke 9Trinity, Redgranite) 

ELDER: R. Vollrath SOUND: R. Rudolph/ A. Metzer  

USHERS: F. Bohlmann 

 

Thank you to Pastor Sluke for preaching. 

Lent & Easter Schedule  
 

Midweek Lenten Services: Thurs, March 26 & April 2   
Worship 7 pm  
 

Palm Sunday: Sunday, April 5   
Worship 9 am  
 

Maundy Thursday: Thursday, April 9   
Worship w/ Holy Communion 12 pm & 7 pm  
(same service)  
 

Good Friday: Friday, April 10   
Good Friday Worship 12 pm 
Tenebrae Worship 7 pm  
 

Easter: Sunday, April 12   
Sunrise Worship w/ Communion 7 am 
Easter Song Service 9 am  



 


