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Office: 920.787.3856
Home: 920.787.7078
Cell: 920.765.2883
riedels.1999@gmail.com

Church Schedule
Worship every Sunday @ 9 am
every Thursday @ 7 pm

Messenger of Peace is a publication of:
Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church,
Wautoma, WI.
Purpose : Messenger of Peace serves
the Peace Lutheran Church family with
information about people and events
that are part of the Peace ministry and
with articles that encourage Christian
living. Articles: Please forward
information and articles to Christine in
the office by the 3rd Sunday of each
month. Email it to:
8
peacelutheranwautoma@gmail.com.

God bless our native land!
Firm may she ever stand
through storm & night!
When the wild tempests rave,
Ruler of wind & wave,
Do thou our country save
by Thy great might!

God Bless America!

Messenger of Peace

Pastor Roger G. Riedel

God’s Great Gifts
A Christian Education Day for all ages

Sunday, July 8
Worship at 9 am

followed by games, lunch, a
treasure hunt, singing, and crafts
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Church Picnic
Sunday, July 29
At Bird Creek Park
Worship at 10 am, picnic to follow

More information coming soon!

Sign up sheets for attending,
as well as for volunteering,
are out! You can find them on
the back table in the
fellowship hall.

From our Pastor

A Short Story

●

The Divine Call

●

A Gift to Enjoy

What is the Divine Call? Why is some other church trying to get our pastor? What did our pastor have to
do for this other church to send him a Call? Is this like some kind of “job promotion” for our pastor if he takes a
different Call than the one we issued to him? Questions like these and many others may get us wondering about
the Divine Call our pastor has received.
Since receiving the Call in May from the congregation of Grace, Oronoco, MN, I have taken the opportunity to discuss with some of you the topic of the Divine Call. There still remain some questions, perhaps like those
above, which I hope to address with the following section of Scripture.

The wages of sin is death,
but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 6:23
My first paycheck. $100! A one with two zeroes
behind it! It didn’t matter that I spent a week
pulling weeds with thistles in a 45-acre field. It
didn’t matter that I sweltered under a hot July
sun. It didn’t matter that I earned minimum
wage. It had my name on it. I earned it. Some
people put the first dollar they earned in a frame
and hang it on the wall, but mine? Mine was going straight into the bank.

Acts 1:15-17, 20-26 (EHV) 15 In those days, when the group there numbered about 120 people, Peter stood up among
the brothers and said, 16 “Gentlemen, brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke long
ago through the mouth of David about Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus. 17 Judas was
counted as one of us and was given a share in this ministry. 21 “Therefore it is necessary that one of the men who
accompanied us during the entire time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22 beginning from His
baptism by John until the day Jesus was taken up from us, become a witness with us of His resurrection.” 23 They
proposed two: Joseph called Barsabbas (who was also called Justus) and Matthias. 24 Then they prayed, “Lord,
You know everyone’s heart. Show us which of these two You have chosen 25 to take the place in this apostolic
ministry from which Judas turned away to go to his own place.” 26 Then they assigned lots for them, and the lot
fell to Matthias. So he was counted with the eleven apostles.
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org

A Christian congregation is a group of believers in Jesus who gather together to study God's Word and to
administer the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper. Before the great day of Pentecost, when the Holy
Spirit empowered the disciples to proclaim the Scriptures in many languages, the early Christian Church in Jerusalem numbered only about 120 people, a dozen of whom were preachers.
Originally, Jesus had gathered 12 men to be His disciples, 12 who He had carefully instructed in God's
Word. They had heard their Savior's teaching and had witnessed His miracles. But most importantly, they had
seen Jesus crucified and witnessed firsthand the Easter triumph – Jesus was alive; back from the dead! One of
the Twelve, Judas, had fallen away from faith and tragically ended his own life in despair. That left the group Jesus had trained one man short. They would need another eyewitness to assist the early Christian Church in its
vital work of proclaiming the Savior's death and resurrection. There was a “vacancy” in the preaching staff.
Two candidates for this vacant spot among the disciples were qualified to teach and preach the Gospel
message of a crucified and risen Savior. Two men who were trained by Jesus and who had witnessed Jesus alive
after Easter Sunday. Their names were Joseph and Matthias.
The 120 or so members of the Jerusalem congregation prayed for the Lord's blessing on their decision to
extend a Call to their new pastor. Trusting in His guidance and that He would ultimately bless their decision of
“lot-casting” to choose between Joseph and Matthias, they were confident that the Lord would use this new
pastor to serve them with God's Word and Sacraments. Matthias was chosen to fill the vacancy left by Judas. He
eagerly accepted God's Call from the Christian Church in Jerusalem and became the twelfth man in the preaching
staff of that infant congregation.
We follow a similar pattern today in extending Calls to pastors. A group of Christians in need of a spiritual
shepherd seeks candidates who can publicly serve them with the Gospel in Word and Sacraments. Choosing
from a list provided by the district president, they prayerfully and confidently voice their need for spiritual leadership. Speaking on behalf of God Himself, a Christian congregation extends a Divine Call to a man they pray will
become their new pastor. And that man now holds two Calls – the one he presently holds from the congregation
he is already serving and the new Call from the church who desires His service. Within a reasonable amount of
time, the pastor prayerfully makes the decision as to which Divine Call he will choose – where he can best serve
as God's representative in His kingdom.
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There is another paycheck that I’m not so excited to take to the bank or to see hanging
over my head. It comes in the form of guilt pricking my conscience far deeper than a thistle could ever penetrate my skin. Sometimes I see it when my temper flares hotter than
the summer sun. I feel it when I know I should be more considerate, more caring, and
more loving toward others around me. So I work harder to do what’s right and try harder
to do better than before, but still it never seems to be enough. And it isn’t enough, because the Bible tells me the wages of my sin is death—and it’s your paycheck, too.
But there is another way, and it doesn’t come by earning, but by receiving. It’s not a paycheck. It’s a gift that has been bought and paid for by the blood of Jesus, earned by His
death on the cross and shared freely with you. The Bible says, “The gift of God is eternal
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” In Jesus, we are given what we don’t deserve: eternal life.
We have something that will last forever. It will never run out, be used up or be taken
away.
That takes all the pressure off, doesn’t it? Instead of the failures of our past, we can look
to Jesus’ perfect life of love. Instead of the pressures of tomorrow, we can look to the
promise of eternal life that is already won for us by Jesus’ dying and rising from the dead.
As a result, life is not a burden, but a gift to enjoy always.
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News
You Can Use
News from Synod and national & local news that affects lives of Christians.

Church News

●

Can You Help?

●

Lutheran Boy Pioneers
National Convention
“GROWING IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD”
July 14, 2018
Pine Ridge Camp, Waldo, Wisconsin
Registration deadline: 7/5/2018
Register at: lutheranpioneers.org/about/annualactivities/convention/
Lutheran Boy Pioneers

Adventure Camp
For boys in grades 4 & up
July 22-28, 2018
At Pine Ridge, Waldo, Wisconsin
Cost: $150
Questions?
Email: activities@lutheranpioneers.org
Lutheran Girl Pioneers

National Camp
For girls in grades 3 & up
July 29– August 4, 2018
At Camp Bird, Crivitz, Wisconsin
We have many classes to choose, nightly campfires, daily devotions, and so much more!
Questions? Email: LGPcamp@gmail.com
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Lutheran Girl Pioneers, Inc

Request for National
Council Candidates
Lutheran Girl Pioneers is seeking your help in
finding women of faith to serve on the National
Council to use their God-given talents for the advancement of our ministry. There are six open
positions this year.
These positions require you to attend at least
three meetings a year (meetings may mean
travel, but meetings are generally conducted via
teleconference), be in good standing within a
WELS or ELS church, and be 18 or older. A working knowledge of Girl Pioneers is encouraged.
If you or someone you know could serve in this
capacity, please contact the Girl Pioneers
National Office to request the required forms
which are due no later than July 1, 2018.
Lutheran Girl Pioneers National Office:
Call 608-781-5232
Email girlpioneers@gmail.com
Or see Christine Bohn (920-765-2147)

Pioneers Friends & Family Day
Sunday, August 12 at 11 am
at the home of Jim & Jan Schroeder
Everyone is invited to join us out at the Schroeder’s
on Silver Lake for an afternoon of fun in the sun!
Swimming, a boat ride, and a yummy cook-out are
all on the schedule for our day! Swimming is not required– there are plenty of us who enjoy just hanging out on the deck!
Pioneers will supply brats and burgers (and all the
toppings). Bring a dish-to-pass.
All ages, singles and families, are invited out!
Please RSVP to Christine at 920-765-2147.

Lutheran Girl Pioneers

International
Convention
October 6, 2018
Franklin, Wisconsin
Join us for our bi-annual convention on Sat., Oct.
6, 2018 at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and School
in Franklin, WI. Girl Pioneer leaders, past leaders,
future leaders, pastors, and anyone interested in
the Girl Pioneer ministry or youth ministry in general are invited to attend! The cost is $25 for the
day and includes a continental breakfast, workshops, lunch, worship, and lots of great fellowship. High schoolers may attend the workshops.
Girls in Grades 3-8 are invited to attend as well
and will have their own activities, including craft
sessions.
There is also a banquet on Saturday evening for
an additional cost of $20.
For more information, please contact
Karen Martinez at 414-449-1401 or
e-mail karen.martinez@wels.net.

Due to a large number of health issues of our
volunteers, we have a drastic need for more volunteers to help in the following positions:
Worship Elders
Ushers
Greeters
Sound Technicians
Church cleaners
No experience is necessary. Training will be
provided.
Please contact Jim Schroeder (920) 787-4331 with
any questions or to volunteer for any of these positions!

WELS Night with the Rafters
Sunday, August 5 at 4:05 pm
Price: $12
(includes your ticket, a hat, a hot
dog and a soda)
Kids 5 and under are free
For more information, contact
Emily at
emily@raftersbaseball.com or
715-424-5400.
Witter Field
521 Lincoln Street
Wisconsin Rapids
715-424-5400 raftersbaseball.com

Save the Dates!
Portraits for our new church
pictorial will be taken on
September 26-29.
Watch for more information
soon!
Please see Terry Proctor
with any questions.
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Church News

News About Our Church Family

●

●

Review of Scouting Completed
by synod present Pastor Mark Schroeder
The Conference of Presidents was asked to review the current Scouting organization to determine whether
Scouting has changed in a way that would remove the objectionable features.
Our synod has consistently voiced its objections to Scouting for several reasons:
1. Scouting promotes a religion that contradicts the Scriptures. A Scout is to “do his duty to God” without the
means or motivation that faith in Christ provides.
2. Scouting urges each Scout to “do his duty to God” without naming who this God is or urging that honor be
given alone to the triune God of the Scriptures.
3. Scouting promotes prayers, devotions, and worship that refuse to insist that Christ is the only way to salvation and that without him there is no salvation.
4. Scouting promotes a religious unionism that does not distinguish between Christian denominations nor between Christian and non-Christian churches.
In a 12-lesson study on Scouting prepared under the auspices of the Conference of Presidents for use in our congregations, Scripture and quotations taken directly from Scouting resources point out that essentially nothing in
Scouting has changed. In fact, some changes in the organization have added new concerns. Scouting has taken
the step to open its doors to participants and leaders who espouse a view of sexuality that contradicts the Scriptures. While public documents and manuals of the Scouting organization have been scrubbed and sanitized to
remove many references to Scouting’s religious nature and practices, it is evident that in substance nothing has
changed. Scouting still contains religious elements and espouses a religious philosophy that runs counter to the
Scriptures and promotes the worship of a deity that is not the God who has revealed himself to us in his Word.
The Bible study can be found online at welscongregationalservices.net.
Parents and congregations that are looking to provide their children with an experience similar to Scouting (but
based on biblical principles that are consistent with our beliefs), should consider Lutheran Pioneers or Lutheran
Girl Pioneers. These are WELS organizations that provide materials and resources to enable congregations to
conduct a ministry that features activities, skills training, leadership development, and devotional opportunities
to boys and girls within our fellowship.

Contact Updates and Corrections
Please let the church office know of any phone number, email, or address updates and corrections no later than September 16.

Want to Send a Card?
Congregational member Lisa
Bartel has been deployed
overseas and will be there
for the next nine months. If
you wish to send her cards or
letters of encouragement
while she is gone, please
stop into the church office for her address.
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Don’t Miss Church Because of Travel!
Out of Town? Vacationing
somewhere new? You can
find a church near where
ever you travel! You can call
the church office, tell us
what town you’ll be near and
we’ll be able to find you a place to worship!
Or, visit www.yearbookwels.net/unitsearch
and enter the information requested.

Sunday School Corner
Sunday School is every Sunday, Sept-May, 10:15-11:30 am
Don’t miss out on any of the fun things going on at church
this month!
Worship
every Sunday at 9 am
every Thursday at 7 pm
Guest Musician Steven Bautista
Thursday, June 28 & Sunday, July 1
Vacation Bible School
Sunday, July 8
Church Picnic
Sunday, July 29 at Bird Creek Park
Worship at 10 am, picnic to follow
Why is Sunday School so important? Learning about Jesus
begins at home with you! But, Sunday School can be an arm
that you use to help you in training your children in the way
of the Lord. The Bible lessons that we learn about in Sunday
School will stay with your children through out their lives.
Through each level of Sunday School, the lessons get more
in-depth and “meatier.” Sunday School really does matter!
Sunday School is an extension of the family.
We are here to assist families in their job of
teaching and preparing young Christians for
life. We consider it a privilege to serve the
families of our congregation and urge each of
you to take an active role in the Christian
education of the children in your lives. Visit classrooms, encourage teachers, and be as involved as possible.
If you or anyone you know is interested in serving in the
following positions, please see Tom Welty
or any member of the Sunday School staff:
Sunday School Superintendant
4K/5K Sunday School Teacher
Sunday School Substitute Teacher

5

Birthdays
7/3
7/7
7/9
7/10
7/13
7/21
7/24
7/28
7/30

Pastor Riedel
Donna Kuenn
Marilyn Snyder
Joshua Klamm
Richard Anderson
Harry Thom
Ken Kasper
Richard Vollrath
Allen Treichel
Bob Lang
Jeanette Thom

Anniversaries
7/10
7/13
7/22
7/25
7/31

Allen & Marion Treichel (63)
Leonard & Mary McKay (55)
Bob & Dawn Wedell (40)
Isabel & Joe Breihan (23)
Harold & Linda Stechmesser (26)
Clifford & Delores Bliske (53)
If we missed your birthday or anniversary, that
means the church does not have it. Please drop
off dates at the church office, call 787.3856 or
email peacelutheranwautoma@gmail.com.

WELS Night at Miller Park
Friday, August 3 7:10 pm
Seating will be together for all WELS members.
Visit wels.net/brewers2018 to order tickets.

